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Course overview 
The skillset that accountants have needed to perform has evolved from pencil and paper, to typewriters and calculators,
then to spreadsheets and accounting software. There is now a new skillset that is becoming more important for every
aspect of business and that is data analytics: analysing big data to find actionable insights for business and for
performing the role of the accountant for a business/client. 
 
Organisations are becoming more customer-centric, so it is important they are leveraging data analytics to provide the
forward-looking insights required to support commercial decision-making. Accountants and finance teams often hold 
the key to this data for the organisation and this course will support your finance teams to develop their understanding
of data and build their abilities with the available data analytics skills and techniques. 
 

 

               Learning outcomes 
 

1. Understand the changing role of finance in 
the modern business world 

2. Understand how models and tools are used in 
big data analytics 

3. Understand data analytics and its relevance in 
accounting and finance 

4. Understand the 4 types of analytics - 
Descriptive/Predictive/Diagnostic and 
Prescriptive 

5. Understand data, modelling and the 
technologies available in all types of analytics

6. Understand how to communicate data and 
insights in business and finance, and how to 
use appropriate visualisations 

7. Understand the importance of business and 
financial analytics  

8. Understand the data lifecycle 

9. Have an awareness of the possible risks and 
Understand data challenges and limitations 

10. Understand and support data driven decision 
making and the development of the capability

  
 



 

 

 
Delivery criteria 

  

     

 

The scope of the course delivery will cover:  

1.1 To understand the changing landscape and how finance 
has changed 

1.2 Be able to recognise how the role of the finance 
professional has changed 

1.3 To know common finance and digital essentials 
terminology 

1.4 Be able to recognise the analytical mindset already 
essential in a finance role and developing with the 
technology changes 

2.1 Know the tools and tech in data analytics relevant to 
finance and business statistical modelling 

2.2 Be able to understand the IGAP application to data 
analytics 

3.1To know the overview of what data analytics is and why 
it has become more relevant 

3.2 Be able to understand big data and its sources in a 
finance environment 

3.3 To understand the importance of having an analytical 
mindset 

4.1 Be able to understand the 4 types of analytics - 
Descriptive/Predictive/Diagnostic and Prescriptive 

5.1 Know what makes good data and a good data set and 
be aware of risks of poor/ satisfactory /good data set 

5.2 Be able to recognise the tools and tech in data analytics 
- collecting, summarising and analysing data 

5.3 To understand the use of Python/R/SQL/Data mining 
tools and quantitative analysis 

6.1 Be able to understand algorithms in data analytics in 
business and finance 

  

6.2 Be able to use data visualisations and create effective 
visualisations 

6.3 Be able to use story telling techniques to make the 
numbers talk and inprove communications 

6.4 To understand the change in mindset on the role of the 
provision of data from the finance department or 
accountant  

6.5 Be able to understand how tools and technology are 
used in manipulating and communicating analysis. For 
example Power BI, Excel, Tableau, and apps   

7.1 To understand the importance and types of business 
analytics 

7.2 To understand the importance and types of financial 
analytics for managing risk exposure etc 

8.1 To be able to understand data ecosystems and the data 
lifecycle 

8.2 Be able to understand the power of data - capturing 
and utilising that power in our business internally and 
commercially. 

9.1 Be able to understand the challenges with data - 
capture, curation, storage search, sharing, data analytics 
and visualisation. 

9.2 Be able to recognise data limitations and understand 
the impact 

10.1 Be able to drive data driven decision making and know 
the importance of it  

10.2 To know how we develop our people and know the 
roles in data analytics in finance and how it is changing the 
finance sector   

10.3 Be able to support clients in making better use of data

10.4 To know the principles of data privacy and ethics in 
collecting and using data and maintaining security 

   

 
 

Following this course an attendee will have increased their  understanding of Data Analytics 
and have grown their data skills, being able to gain a greater understanding of levels of Data 
Analytics and the data science process and take this learning into their workplace. 
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